2020 COVID-19
Emergency Response

COVID-19 Financial Grants
Where:
United States
When:
March - June 2020 | August - September 2020
What We Did:
From March through June, in partnership with
Celebrate Mercy, The Bay Area Zakat Collective,
Zakat Fund of NYC, and ICNYU, we committed
over $1,477,450 to helping American families who
have been financially impacted by COVID-19.
We’ve provided cash assistance to families most
in need. These checks enabled families to pay for
their rent, utilities, medication, and transportation.
We provided additional financial assistance from
August to September in partnership with The Zakat
Fund of NYC. We utilized our existing application
process to identify families in need.
Why We Did It:
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, low-income
families continue to feel its effects. Loss of wages,
unpaid sick leave, food insecurity, and rent are just
a few of the burdens being felt by families.

What We Achieved:
We gave out over $1,507,200 in financial assistance
grants to 1,415 families, benefitting 4,314 Americans.
Assistance was given to families in 37 states across
the country, with the majority of recipients in New
York, Texas, and California. 1,052 recipients have an
income of less than $1,000 per month. Over 4,000
applications were submitted, underlining the need
for assistance.

+4,310 Americans received aid

+$1,507,200 has been distributed

+37 states were given assistance
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Bangladesh COVID-19 Response
Where:
Bangladesh
When:
May - September 2020
What We Did:
We worked to address the effects of COVID-19 on
Rohingya refugees holistically. We operated health
posts to provide primary health care services,
supply essential medicines, PPE, disinfection
materials, and infectious disease surveillance. We
renovated health camps and equipped them with
the required facilities such as respiratory corners.
We also conducted door-to-door outreach visits to
enhance COVID-19 prevention.
Why We Did it:
The Rohingya people have faced decades of
systematic discrimination, denied citizenship,
and targeted violence in Rakhine State, Myanmar.
Consequently, hundreds of thousands have been
forced to flee to bordering Bangladesh for refuge.
Cox’s Bazar has since become the world’s largest
refugee settlement, hosting over 900,000 refugees
across 34 camps.
In addition to the humanitarian crisis, 2020 has
brought a critical challenge in the form of the
global COVID-19 pandemic. The virus threatens
the health of the nearly 1 million Rohingya people
living in Cox’s Bazar, in crowded and unhygienic
conditions. Bangladesh announced lockdown
measures for the district in early April, however, in
the camp setting, Rohingya communities have very
little access to information either about the virus or
how to protect themselves from it. For those who
are aware, social distancing and isolation are nearly
impossible practices in the cramped conditions.

+72,000 Rohingya refugees received aid

What We Achieved:
72,000 Rohingya refugees were given better tools
to fight the spread of COVID-19 through primary
health care services.
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